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This  report  deals  with  one  of  a  series  of  studies  of  consumption  of  farm 
products,  conducted  "by  the  Market  Development  Branch  of  the  Marketing 
Research  Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 

The  research  reported  here  was  conducted  under  authority  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Marketing  Act  of  19^6  (RMA,  Title  II ).  The  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service  assumed  major  responsibility  for  the  study,  with  cooperation  and 
advice  from  other  services  in  the  Department  and  the  National  Cotton 
Council  of  America. 

The  data  on  which  this  report  is  based  were  collected  by  National  Analysts, 
Inc.,  of  Philadelphia,  under  contract  with  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture. 


WOMEN'S  OPINIONS  OF  FIBERS  IN  SELECTED  ITEMS  OF  CLOTHING 
(A  preliminary  summary  report) 
By  Trienah  Meyers 

During  May  and  June  195^>  "the  Department  of  Agriculture  conducted  a 
study  to  find  out.  women's  opinions  of  cotton  and  other  fibers  used  in  cer- 
tain items  of  women's  clothing.   This  study  was  undertaken  to  measure  the 
present  preferences  and  to  permit  a.  comparison  with  data  collected  in  a 
similar  survey  conducted  in  19^6.1/   This  preliminary  summary  is  designed 
to  give  timely  information  on  some  of  the  findings.   A  full  report  of  the 
195^  study,  including  comparison  data  for  19^6,  will  "be  published  later. 

The  following  data  were  obtained  by  personal  interviews  with  a  cross - 
section  sample  of  2,251  women  in  the  United  States.   The  sample  was  drawn  to 
represent  all  women  in  the  United  States  between  l8  and  65  years  of  age  and 
all  homemakers  regardless  of  age. 

Items  included. --The  19^-6  study  included  8  articles  of  women's  cloth- 
ing: housedresses,  summer  street  dresses,  1-piece  winter  street  dresses, 
summer  slips,  short-sleeved  blouses,  anklets,  raincoats.,  and  aprons.   These 
items  were  repeated  in  the  present  study  with  the  following  '/  items  not 
previously  included:  between- season  dresses,  summer  skirts,  winter  skirts, 
sleeveless  blouses,  long-sleeved  blouses,  shorts,  and  summer  slacks. 

Ownership. --In  the  spring  of  195^  most  woi.ien  said  they  owned  ready- 
made  slips,  summer  street  dresses,  and  1-piece  winter  dresses.   Two  out  of 
three  reported  owning  readymade  short-sleeved  blouses.   A  similar  group  re- 
ported owning  housedresses.   Almost  a  half  owned  winter  skirts,  and  about  a 
third  reported  using  each  of  the  other  articles  included  in  the  study 
(table  1). 

Fiber  preference ,  --For  readyiaade  housedresses,  summer  skirts,  sleeve- 
less blouses,  shorts,  summer  slacks,  anklets,  and  aprons  cotton  was  pre- 
ferred by  a  very  large  majority. 

About  half  said  they  preferred  cotton  for  summer  street  dresses  and 
short-sleeved  blouses.  In  both  of  these  items,  rayon  and  acetate  _/  had  a 
smaller  but  significant  following.  Nylon  also  had  a  significant  following 
for  short-  and  long-sleeved  blouses. 


U.  S.  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Women's  Preferences  Among 
Selected  Textile  Products,  U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.,  Misc.  Pub.  6*4-1,  124  pp., 
Dec.  19^-Y  (out  of  print). 

2/  During  pretest  of  the  questionnaire  used  in  this  study  it  became 
apparent  that  many  respondents  confused  rayon  and  acetate.   Because  of  this 
confusion  and  because  it  was  not  possible  within  the  scope  of  the  study  to 
try  to  find  out  which  people  actually  knew  the  difference  between  these  two 
fibers,  they  were  treated  as  one  for  tabulation  purposes. 
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Table  1. --Percentage  distribution  of  women  who  used  or  did  not  use  selected 
items  of  readymade  clothing,  19^6  and  195^ 


Item 


Housedresses  

Summer  street  dresses  

One-piece  winter  street 

dresses  

Between- season  dresses 

Summer  skirts  

V/inter  skirts 

Slips  

Short-sleeved  blouses  

Sleeveless  blouses  

Long-sleeved  blouses  

Shorts  

Summer  slacks  

Anklets  

Raincoats  

Aprons  


Percentage  of  women  who 


used 

readymade 


Percent 


19^6  195^ 


59 
79 

78 


87 
55 


39 
28 
30 


6k 
88 

79 
30 
ko 

hi 
97 
68 

3^ 
33 
29 
39 
39 
39 
3^ 


did  not  use 
readymade 


Percent 


19^6  193k 


kl 

21 

22 


h$ 


61 

72 
69 


3b 

12 

21 
70 
60 
53 
3 
32 
66 
67 
71 
61 
61 
61 
66 


Total 


Percent 


100 
100 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


Cases 


Number 


19^6 

1,782 
1,782 

1,782 


1,782 
1,782 


1,782 
1,782 
1,782 


195*1 

2,281 
2,281 

2,28l 
2,281 
2,281 
2,281 
2,281 
2,281 
2,281 
2,281 
2,281 
2,281 
2,281 
2,281 
2,281 


Nylon  was  most  popular  for  slips.   Wool  had  its  largest  following  among 
the  two-thirds  who  preferred  it  for  winter  skirts.  A  third  preferred  wool 
for  one-piece  winter  street  dresses. 

Rayon  or  acetate  was  most  popular  for  between- season  dresses  and  for 
long-sleeved  blouses.   However,  preference  was  expressed  for  a  number  of 
fibers  for  these  items  of  clothing. 

With  present  merchandising,  which  makes  a  number  of  fibers  available  at 
all  seasons,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  large  percentage  of  women  who  did 
not  express  a  specific  preference  for  one  fiber  (table  2). 

Reasons  for  preference. --In  the  interest  of  brevity  and  because  this 
study  was  originally  requested  by  the  Cotton  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory 
Committee,  only  general  categories  of  reasons  reported  for  preferring  cotton 
by  more  than  10  percent  of  the  respondents  will  be  noted  in  this  preliminary 
report.  Detailed  reasons  within  these  categories  and  reasons  for  preferring 
all  fibers  will  be  reported  in  the  full  report. 

In  table  3  the  general  category  of  "good  laundering  qualities"  includes 
such  items  as  ease  of  washing  and  ironing  and  appearance  after  laundering. 
'Good  wearing  qualities"  includes  items  such  as  staying  new  longer,  service- 
ability and  other  aspects  of  durability.   "Right  weight"  referred  primarily 
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to  coolness.   "Good  appearance  and  style"  included  reference  to  attractive 
colors  as  well  as  general  and  specific  style  characteristics. 

Ease  of  washing  and  ironing  was  by  far  the  most  important  appeal  cotton 
had  for  owners  of  various  items  of  clothing.   This  was  particularly  true  for 
those  who  owned  readymade  housedresses,  summer  skirts,  shorts,  and  summer 
street  dresses. 

Style  compar i sons . - -A  few  questions  were  asked  in  which  women  were  re- 
quested to  compare  the  styles  of  certain  clothing  items  made  of  different 
fibers. 

Table  k. --Women  who  used  specific  readymade  items:  Percentage  distribution 
of  replies  to  the  question,   Which  do  you  think  are  sold  in  better  styles-- 
(garment)  of  cotton  or  ones  made  of  rayon  or  acetate?" 


Among  women  who  used  readymade  -- 

Dresses 

Blouses 

Replies 

Summer 
street 

1/ 

Summer 
street 
print 
1/  2/" 

Winter 
street 

3/ 

Short- 
sleeved 
1/ 

Sleeve- 
less 

1/ 

Long- 
sleeved 

1/ 

Percent 

51 
15 

20 
Ik 

V 

Percent 

kh 

21 

18 
17 

y 

Percent 

22 

^0 
22 
16 

y 

Percent 

3^ 
19 

2k 
10 
13 

Pex'cent 

cl 
k 

17 

12 

o 

Percent 

3k 
20 

Rayon  or  acetate  

?-i 

17 
k 

Not  ascertained  

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Number 
2,006 

Ilumber 
2,006 

Number 
1,612 

Number 
1,5^2 

Number 

Number 

750 

l/  For  summer  street  dresses,  prints,  and  blouses,  women  were  asked  to  co- 
pare  ones  made  of  corton  with  ones  made  of  rayon  or  acetate. 

2/  The  comparison  on  prints  we.s  asked  all  who  used  summer  street  dresses 
regardless  of  vhether  they  owned  a  print. 

3/  For  winter  street  wear,  women  were  asked  to  compare  wool  with  rayon  or 
acetate . 

kj     Less  than  1  percent. 


In  percentages  varying  from  a  third  to  two-thirds,  women  said  they 
thought  summer  street  dresses  and  blouses  were  sold  in  better  styles  in  cotton, 
For  winter  street  dresses,  wool  was  considered  most  stylish. 
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Dark  cottons. — Women  who  said  they  used  readymade  one-piece  winter 
street  dresses  were  asked  if  they  had  bought  any  dark  cotton  dresses  for 
fall,  spring,  or  winter  wear.  A  third  said  they  had  bought  dark  cottons  in 
the  last  year  or  so,  and  spoke  primarily  of  good  color,  style,  and  versa- 
tility for  mult i seasonal  use. 

Piece  goods . --Women  who  said  they  did  not  use  the  readymade  garments 
included  in  the  study  were  asked,  "How  does  it  happen  you  don't  use  ?" 

Over  two-thirds  of  the  women  who  did  not  buy  summer  street  dresses  said 
they  made  their  own  or  had  them  made.   The  remaining  third  gave  a  number  of 
different  reasons  for  not  wearing  this  kind  of  dress.  Half  of  those  who 
made  their  own  said  they  preferred  to  use  cotton  piece  goods.   Other  indi- 
vidual fibers  were  preferred  by  small  groups  of  homemakers. 

About  half  of  those  who  did  not  wear  readymade  housedresses  and  half 
of  those  who  did  not  wear  readymade  aprons  said  that  they  made  their  own  or 
had  them  made.  For  both  of  these  garments,  cotton  was  by  far  the  favorite; 
more  than  9  out  of  10  preferred  this  fiber. 

Among  those  who  did  not  wear  readymade  winter  street  dresses,  almost  a 
third  made  them  or  had  them  made.  For  this  garment  the  most  popular  single 
fiber  was  wool,  with  about  a  third  using  wool  piece  goods.  Rayon,  mixtures, 
and  cotton  were  less  popular. 

A  small  proportion  of  those  who  did  not  wear  readymade  summer  skirts 
made  them  or  had  them  made.  Among  this  small  group,  cotton  was  preferred 
by  more  than  8  out  of  10.  For  those  women  who  did  not  buy  certain  readymade 
items,  the  following  tabulation  shows  the  percentages  who  made  their  own  or 
who  had  them  made. 

Among  women  who  did  not  buy         Percentage  who  made  their 
certain  readymade  items  own  or  had  them  made 

Housedresses  V? 

Summer  street  dresses  69 

Winter  street  dresses  29 

Between- season  dresses  6 

Summer  skirts  l6 

Winter  skirts  8 

Short-sleeved  blouses  12 

Sleeveless  blouses  6 

Long-sleeved  blouses  3 

Shorts  3 

Summer   slacks   1 

Aprons 56 
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